August, 2010


Dear Current Grantees of the Hyams Foundation and Potential Applicants,

Over the past few years, the Foundation has taken steps to improve how it measures the impact of its grantmaking, including its public policy/organizing work.  The Foundation’s public policy/organizing strategy applies to all of the three major funding areas: affordable housing, civic engagement, and teen development.  We believe that supporting public policy/organizing efforts can advance the Foundation’s mission: “to increase economic and social justice and power within low-income communities in Boston and Chelsea, Massachusetts.” 

Most recently, we have developed a logic model, framework and revised grant report and program outcome forms as a starting point for better understanding and assessing our public policy/organizing grantmaking.  These documents were all created with substantive feedback from many of our grantees.  We are very grateful for everyone who shared his or her thoughts and opinions!   

As of September 1st, the Foundation’s next application due date, all applicants in the public policy/organizing strategy within the three major funding areas, are asked to use these new forms especially the new Program Outcome chart with their proposals.

**Please note that the new public policy/organizing documents have not changed the Foundation’s grantmaking guidelines

Thanks again to everyone who has contributed to the Foundation’s efforts to clarify the goals of its public policy/organizing grantmaking and how Hyams and our grantees will assess progress toward them.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.

The Hyams Foundation Program Staff
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